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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

S

1 In the agreement between the Bishop Pedro Salvado and King Sancho II, the latter gave the bishop of Porto “and its 
Church the patronage of Soalhães, and Bedoido, and the tithe of the tithe, which he, and the Kings his predecessors received 
from all that came to the city of Porto” (Amaral, Almeida & Pegado, 1945: 96).

2 About this presumed kinship, please read what is mentioned by Sottomayor-Pizarro (1997: 311): “we believe it would be 

Anes [de Portocarreiro], so he was a member of his house - than a biological kinship, as in the case of his “actual” nephews”.

Aerial view.
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West façade. West façade. Portal.

THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

D
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West façade. Portal. Capitals.

Chancel. Wall on the Epistle side. 
Arcosolium and tomb chest.



121Chancel. Wall on the Epistle side. Tomb chest.

West façade. Oculus (interior view).
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General interior view from the nave.

Nave. High choir. Cartouche.

THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

T
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Nave. North wall. Tile panels.
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Nave. South wall. Panels carved in relief.
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Triumphal arch. Nave. South Wall. Altarpiece.

3 The image that dominates the altarpiece could actually be the one that is now displayed in a niche, in the nave.
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Nave. North wall. Chapel of Saint Michael.

4 According to the information provided by Santos Simões (1971: 108), when he visited this Church in December 1970, the 
prior stated his intention of “having the chancel tiled, since it was unbelievably deprived of all these artistic treats”. 

5 Despite bearing no inscription, João Belmiro Pinto da Silva (1990) considers it as the grave of Vasco Anes de Soalhães. 
The first man to inherit the majorat was Vasco Anes de Soalhães, who murdered his wife, Leonor Rodrigues Ribeiro, due to 
betrayal. Rui Vasques Ribeiro, the 2nd manager of the majorat of Soalhães, was born from this marriage; he was the father of 
Teresa Rodrigues Ribeiro, the 3rd lady of the title. Around this time, in the mid-14th century, the Vasconcelos became co-owners 
of Soalhães, because Teresa married the governor of Coimbra, Gonçalo Mendes de Vasconcelos. On this family, connected to 
the monastery of Grijó, please read Sottomayor-Pizarro (1987: 294).
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Chancel.

Chancel. Roof.
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Nave. Roof. Panelled coffers.

6 The interpretation of the decorative language in this altar may be read in Rodrigues (2004: 397).

Sacristy. Tile lining, washbasin and altarpiece.
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

W

7 PORTUGAL. Ministério das Finanças – Secretaria-geral – Arquivo – Comissão Jurisdicional dos Bens Cultuais, Porto, Marco 
de Canaveses, arrolamento dos bens cultuais, Soalhães, ACMF/Arquivo/CJBC/PTO/MDC/ARROL/024 (Process).
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8 Idem, fl. 83-83 v.º.
9 Idem, fl. 83 v.º.
10 Idem, fl. 85.
11 Idem, fl. 85 v.º.
12 Idem, fl. 88, 88 v.º, 89 e 89 v.º.
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[MLB / NR]

13 Direção-Geral dos Edifícios e Monumentos Nacionais/Direção dos Monumentos do Norte – “Igreja de Soalhães: processo 
de classificação do seu interior “ [SIPA.TXT.00671469] [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [N.º IPA 
00006475].

14  Parecer, 26 de março de 1980 [SIPA.TXT.0142940 and SIPA.TXT.0142941]. Idem.
15 Ofício do IPPC, 6 de junho de 1980, [SIPA.TXT.0142942]. Idem.
16 LAW no. 107. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I-A. 209 (2001-09-08) 5808-5829, art.º 18 (1). 
17 Comissão Fabriqueira de Soalhães – Missiva, 25 de maio de 1981 [SIPA.TXT.0142934 and SIPA.TXT.0142935]. PT 

DGEMN:DSARH-010/139-0012 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [N.º IPA PT011307220015].
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CHRONOLOGY

875: reference to the basilica where there would be relics from Saint Martin;

1120: reference to the monastery of Soalhães;

1304: establishment of the majorat of Soalhães;

1320: Soalhães, together with Santa Cruz and Mesquinhata, pay a tax of 400 Portuguese “libras”;

1514, July 15th: date of the foral charter of Soalhães;

1733: the date that marks the renovations in the Church’s structure and integrated heritage (indicated in the 
high-choir);

1740-50: probable chronology of the tiling campaign carried out in the nave of the Church of Soalhães;

1977: classification of the Church of Soalhães as a National Monument (Decree no. 129).

1980, March 26th: order for the extension of the classification scope of the Church of Soalhães considered on the 
Decree no. 129 from 1977;

1997, December 31st: decree establishing a new wording for the official designation of the Church;

2010: integration of the Church of Soalhães in the Route of the Romanesque.
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