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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

A
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1 The invocation was still preserved in 1623, associated with a local chapel (Cunha, 1623: 422).
2 We refer the reader to the cartographic reading of the evolution and transformation of the territory that was appropriately 

contextualised by the maps published in Rosas & Sottomayor-Pizarro (2009: 86-89).
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3 We should highlight Francisco Craesbeeck’s (1992: 175) comment on this issue; while referring the mother church of 
Fornos, which had most certainly been founded in an earlier period: “it does not feature a sacrarium, nor does its small size and 
isolated location allow it to; however it is attached to the church of Saint Nicholas of the town of Canaveses”, a sign of the 
relevance that this branch had gained for being in a busy route, as opposed to the location of Fornos.

4 One of the four ecclesiastical districts into which the bishopric of Porto was divided (in order to make its management 
and visits easier) was called Sobretâmega (Costa, 1706-1712: 354).

Churches of Sobretâmega and Saint Nicholas. General view of the Churches and the surrounding landscape.
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The bridge of Canaveses

“F

5 On the dimensions of the bridge, please read Monteiro (1948b: 26-39). The author quotes the measures collected by 
Francisco Craesbeeck and the memoirists of 1758.

Bridge of Canaveses (missing) (Marco de Canaveses). 
Downstream view. Source: IHRU archive.

Bridge of Canaveses (missing) (Marco de Canaveses). 
Central arches. Source: IHRU archive.
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6 Although the author was not aware of the size and importance of Tongobriga, which still had not been subject to 
archaeological surveys yet, and considered it as an essential connection road to the thermal facilities of Canaveses and Aregos 
(Monteiro, 1948a: 50-64).

7 We refer to the impossibility of a connection to the south of the Douro in the entry on the Bridge of Panchorra (Resende), 
considering the geographic characteristics of the Montemuro mountain: vast marshy lands and steep slopes. Please read also 
Resende (2011), the chapter regarding roads (section 3.2.2.).
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8 On this crossing, please read what we wrote in the entry on the Bridge of Veiga (Lousada).
9 In fact, we have already highlighted the strategic importance of this bridge within a regional context (Soeiro, 2009: 187).
10 The author integrated these donations in a “second restoration”.
11 Inns, hospitals and leper houses were not necessarily located close to bridges, but in areas with heavy road and river 

traffic, as the geographically close cases of Aregos and Moledo.
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Churches of Sobretâmega and Saint Nicholas. Aerial view. Church of Saint Nicholas. General view.

THE CHURCH OF SAINT NICHOLAS OF CANAVESES 

 

O
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Church of Saint Nicholas. North façade. Nave. Portal. Church of Saint Nicholas. West façade.

Church of Saint Nicholas. 
West façade. Bell tower.



95Church of Saint Nicholas. General interior view from the nave.

Church of Saint Nicholas. Nave. South wall. Tomb.
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Chapel of Saint Lazarus. 
Sepulchral headstones.

Church of Saint Nicholas. 
Nave. North wall. 
Mural painting. 
Saint Anthony the Great.

12 The author identifies each of the inscriptions by rows, from the Gospel side to the Epistle side (Craesbeeck, 1992: 375). 
Several tombstones with inscriptions that had once belonged to the Church’s pavement, as well as a funerary stela, were placed 
in the porch of the chapel of Saint Lazarus (Basto, 2006: 2).
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Church of Saint Nicholas. Triumphal arch. Wall on the 
Gospel side. Mural painting. Fragment of an Annunciation.

Church of Saint Nicholas. Nave. North wall. 
Mural painting. Fragments of a flying angel and a kneeling 
figure placing its hands in a praying gesture.

Church of Vila Verde (Felgueiras). Nave. North and south 
walls. Mural painting. Quatrefoils.

Church of Saint Nicholas. Nave. South wall. 
Mural painting. Fragment of an Annunciation.
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Church of Saint Nicholas. Nave. South 
wall. Mural painting. Holy Benedictine 

abbot and Saint Catherine of Alexandria.

13 For further information on the mural painting of Saint Mammes of Vila Verde (Felgueiras) please read, in addition to the 
above mentioned authors, Botelho (2010: 62).
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Church of Saint Nicholas. Nave and collateral altarpieces, before the intervention carried out by the DGEMN (1977). 
Source: IHRU archive.

14 The author alludes to the doctorate paid by the Canaveses Town Council in 1717.
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Church of Saint Nicholas. Chancel. Main altarpiece.

15 We highlight an image of Saint Agatha at the Museu Nacional de Arte Antiga [National Museum of Ancient Art] which 
is artistically similar. It was part of the exhibition A espada e o deserto [The sword and the desert], 2002 (Carvalho, Porfírio & 
Carvalho, 2002: 23).
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Chapel of Saint Lazarus.

Cross of the Lord of the Good Passage.

The chapel of Saint Lazarus and the cross of the Lord of the Good Passage

C

16 Saint Nicholas of Bari, a 4th-century bishop and confessor, is one of the most famous thaumaturgies and hagiotherapists 
of Eastern and Western Churches. As patron saint, he is associated with sailors and travelers and, during his life, he is said to have 

innkeeper. Saint Nicholas was responsible for several charitable actions, giving dowries to maidens or bread to those who needed 
to be fed, thus asserting himself as a saint particularly associated with welfare activities in the Middle Ages (Sousa, 1955).
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Church of Sobretâmega. General view.

THE CHURCH OF SAINT MARY OF SOBRETÂMEGA 

B
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Church of Sobretâmega. North façade and bell tower.
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Church of Sobretâmega. General interior view from the nave.
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Church of Sobretâmega. Chancel. Main altarpiece. Church of Sobretâmega. Chancel. Main altarpiece 
on the Gospel side. Sculpture. Saint Mary.
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SAINT NICHOLAS AND SOBRETÂMEGA IN THE CONTEMPORARY PERIOD: THE 
ENSEMBLE’S VALUE

R

17 Ofício da Direção-Geral do Ensino Superior e das Belas-Artes, 9 de dezembro de 1970 [SIPA.TXT.01494351] PT 
DGEMN:DSARH-010/139-0029 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt> [N.º IPA PT011307230014].. 
[N.º IPA PT011307230014].

18 Ofício n.º 156, 27 de abril de 1940 [SIPA.TXT.01494351]. PT DGEMN:DSID-001/013-1836. Idem.
19 Please read, by way of example, Missiva de Francisco de Oliveira Pereira, 27 de abril de 1941 [SIPA.TXT.00627804]. Idem.
20 Ofício n.º 1620, s.d. [1940] [SIPA.TXT.00627809]. Idem.
21 Idem.
22 Comunicação n.º 108, 15 de março de 1943 [SIPA.TXT.00627815]. Idem.
23 Idem. 
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Torrão dam. View of the reservoir.

24 Ofício n.º 5601, Baltazar de Castro, 15 de dezembro de 1947 [SIPA.TXT.00627818 and SIPA.TXT.00627819]. Idem.
25 Ofício n.º 731, 30 de junho de 1970 [SIPA.TXT.00627822 and SIPA.TXT.0062723]. Idem.
26 Ofício n.º 2120, 3 de julho de 1970 [SIPA.TXT.00627824]. Idem.
27 IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN 2521. Igreja de S. Nicolau. Marco de Canaveses (May 24th, 1930). S2/E47/P.6 Cx.0048, 

Ofício 08308, 10 de março de 1981.
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THE CHURCH OF SAINT NICHOLAS: CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

F

28 Idem, Parecer do Instituto Português do Património Cultural, 8 de janeiro de 1982.
29 Dias, José da Silva – Missiva, 24 de março de 1972 [SIPA.TXT.01493043]. PT DGEMN: DSARH-010/139-0016 [Online]. 

Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [N.º IPA PT011307210024].
30 PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/139-0016, SIPA.TXT.01493075 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.

pt>. [N.º IPA PT011307210024].
31 [S.a.] – Canaveses: terra milenária que guarda preciosos frescos: tarefa para técnicos qualificados. O Comércio do Porto. 

(January 16th, 1977) 22.
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THE CHURCH OF SOBRETÂMEGA: CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

T

32 Ofício da Direção-Geral do Património Cultural, [fevereiro de 1977] [SIPA.TXT.01493081]. PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/ 
139-0016 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [N.º IPA PT011307210024].

33 Ofício do Instituto de José de Figueiredo, 23 de maio de 1977 [SIPA.TXT.01493089]. Idem.
34 Idem, SIPA.TXT.01493097 and SIPA.TXT.01493098.
35 Idem, SIPA.TXT.01493107 to SIPA.TXT.01493116.
36  IRHU/Arquivo ex-DGEMN/DREMN 2521. Igreja de S. Nicolau. Marco de Canaveses (May 24th, 1930). S2/E47/P.6 

Cx.0048, Informação de 93-02-11.
37 Idem.
38 Ofício n.º 666, 28 de junho de 1972 [SIPA.TXT.01494356]. PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/139-0029 [Online]. Available at 

www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [N.º IPA PT011307230014].
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CHRONOLOGY

12th century: beginning of the reconstruction of the bridge of Canaveses;

14th century (2nd quarter): the Churches of Saint Nicholas of Canaveses and Saint Mary of Sobretâmega were only 
built from this period onwards.

1355, August 5th: peace was declared between the King Afonso IV and his son Pedro I in the town of Canaveses;

15th-16th century (transition): mural painting campaigns in the Church of Saint Nicholas;

1565: date engraved on the tomb of Álvaro de Carvalho and his heirs;

1656/57: replacement of the panel-shaped altarpiece with the image of Christ in the chancel arch’s altarpiece;

1674: decision to renovate the painting of the altarpiece of the chapel of the Stigmata;

1699: new decision to renovate the altarpiece of the chapel of the Stigmata, together with several interventions 
in the chapel itself;

1944: demolition of the bridge rebuilt in the 12th century, which was reconstructed a little farther downstream;

1971 (November 22nd): classification of the ensemble composed by the Churches of Saint Mary of Sobretâmega 
and Saint Nicholas as having a “Public Interest”;

1973: discovery of mural painting section in the Church of Saint Nicholas;

1977 (May 16th to 20th): the José de Figueiredo Institute included the frescoes of Saint Nicholas in the pro-
gramme of interventions that should be carried out that year;

1980s: submersion of the bridge of Canaveses (rebuilt in 1944) and displacement of the chapel of Saint Lazarus 
and of the cross of the Lord of the Good Passage;

1990s: several conservation works were carried out in the Churches of Saint Nicholas and Sobretâmega, under 
the DGEMN’s supervision;

2010: the Churches of Sobretâmega and Saint Nicholas of Canavese became part of the Route of the Roman-
esque;

2013-2014: renovation of the roofs and preservation of the external walls of the Church of Saint Nicholas.

[MLB / NR]

39 Comunicação n.º 4445, 13 de dezembro de 1972 [SIPA.TXT.01494362]. Idem.
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