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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

H

1 “We know that after the 9th century there was an increasing habit to dedicate churches to patron saints who hadn’t been 
martyrs” (David, 1947: 35).

2 The expression is not metaphorical, since, quite close to Santo Isidoro, there are records of one of the many battles 
between Christians and Muslims which gave rise to the Monastery of Vila Boa do Bispo (Marco de Canaveses). Running parallel 
to the Tâmega river was a road that Carlos Alberto Ferreira de Almeida (1968) describes as going down from Caldas de Vizela to 
Entre-os-Rios (Penafiel). Although we have certain reservations regarding the path of this road and its Roman origin, it seems 
plausible that along the Tâmega there was, at least, one important road, as proven by the 18th and 19th century charts. The one 
made by Lourenço Homem da Cunha (1808) highlights the road that, on the right bank went down to the mouth of the Douro, 
and the Mapa da província de Entre Douro e Minho, by Custódio Villasboas (1794-1795), emphasises the connection made along 
the left bank, from Vila Boa do Bispo to Santa Clara do Torrão (Soeiro, 2009) (see Churches of Sobretâmega and Saint Nicholas 
of Canaveses, Marco de Canaveses). In fact, Saint Isidore was located on the route from Amarante to Sobretâmega, where the 
road turned East, crossing the bridge of Canaveses or towards Penafiel, in the opposite direction.

3 The indications are from Pierre David (1947).
4 As José Mattoso (2002: 98, 105) refers, given the insufficient documentation on this monastery (that the author accepts 

as being the one in Ribatâmega), it is only possible speculate about this path.
5 In 1168: “sanctum lzidorum of Villar” (Moreira, 1989-1990: 23).
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6 The image of the Holy Bishop was maimed by the crevice that goes through the chevet’s wall. From the original 
representation it is only possible to see part of the crosier, an element that is quite enough to identify the saint to which it 
corresponded. However, we should not forget that, whether they were made under the responsibility of the abbot or of the 
Church’s patron, the commissions intended to decorate the larger chapels were part of erudite schemes for the promotion of 
nobility or catechization.

7 In the case of Santo Isidoro, despite having no information on the fame of the holy farmer (Saint Ysidro), the parish 
memoirs of 1758 contribute to document the devotion paid to the Castilian thaumaturge-farmer, at that time. In Gulpilhares 
(currently near Vila Nova de Gaia) the farming day was celebrated close to the chapel of Saint Isidore, where plenty of people 
gathered on the day of his pilgrimage (Capela, Matos & Borralheiro, 2009: 321).

8 On the administrative reorganization of Marco de Canaveses, please read Alves & Soeiro (2009). 

Aerial view.
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THE MONUMENT IN THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

“A

9 About this subject, please read Botelho (2010: 387-388).

General view.
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Plan. Monastery of Pombeiro (Felgueiras). Plan.

10 This subject was discussed in a lecture he gave at the Sociedade Martins Sarmento (Pina, 1926: 260). For a deeper 
development of this matter, please read Botelho (2010: 237).
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11 The wear of the upper edge does not allow us to define whether it was composed of ropes or of loose beads, thus forming 
motif no. 8 or motif no. 20 from the inventory drawn up by Joaquim de Vasconcelos (Vasconcelos & Abreu, 1918: 69-70).

West façade. Portal. Capitals and impost.
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West façade. Portal.

South façade. Nave. Portal.

South façade. South façade. Nave. Corbel.
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South façade. Nave. Corbels. North façade. Nave. Corbels.

12 For further development on this matter, please read Rosas (2008: 66).
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General interior view from the nave.

Chancel. Back wall. Mural painting.
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Chancel. Wall on the Gospel side. 
Mural painting. Detail of the date.

Chancel. Back wall on the Epistle side. 
Mural painting. 

Detail of the author’s signature.
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Chancel. Back wall. Crevice. Chancel. Stone highlighted with a mural painting.
Saint Isidore.
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Chancel. Back wall on the Gospel side. Mural painting. 
Virgin and the Child.

Chancel. Back wall on the Epistle side. Mural painting. 
Saint Catherine of Alexandria.

Chancel. Wall on the Gospel side. Mural painting. 
Saint Michael and dating of the painting (1536).

Chancel. Wall on the Epistle side. Mural painting. 
Saint James.
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Chancel. Back wall on the Gospel side. Mural painting. 
Hanging armoury.

Chancel. Back wall on the Epistle side. Mural painting. 
Hanging armoury.
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Triumphal arch. Wall on the Epistle side. 
Plinth. Sculpture. Virgin of the Rosary.

THE MONUMENT IN THE MODERN PERIOD

C

13 Other images, listed chronologically: unidentified martyr (17th century; may this be the image of Saint Lucia mentioned 
in 1927?), Saint Sebastian (17th century), Saint Anthony of Lisbon (18th century), Holy Heart of Mary (20th century). The chancel 
now houses the devotion to a Contemporary image of the Sacred Heart of Jesus. In general, the entire ensemble is damaged 
by major changes in terms of its polychromy, both due to poorly-applied repaintings, and to incorrect handling procedures. 
We must highlight the absence of the sculptures of Saint Catherine or Saint Michael, entities that are both depicted in the 
frescoes. That fact may have to do with the lack of interest of the faithful in such devotions associated with supralocal powers, 
which were actually the ones that commissioned those representations. In the inventory from 1927 there are also references to 
other images: one of the Infant Jesus and one of Saint Joseph (PORTUGAL. Ministério das Finanças – Secretaria-geral – Arquivo 
– CASTRO, José Monteiro Soares de – Auto de arrolamento. [1927, abril, 4], Liv. 70, fl. 76-76v, available online ACMF/Arquivo/
CJBC/PTO/MDC/ARROL/019).

14 PORTUGAL. Ministério das Finanças – Secretaria-geral – Arquivo – CASTRO, José Monteiro Soares de – Auto de 
arrolamento. [1927, abril, 4], Liv. 70, fl. 76-76v, available online ACMF/Arquivo/CJBC/PTO/MDC/ARROL/019.
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Sacristy. Picture. Calvary.
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS

I

[MLB / NR]

15 Victor Le Cocq, through an order issued by the Minister of Public Works, had been commissioned to draw up a map 
of the preservation state, corresponding repairs and authorized expenses of all the buildings that were under that Ministry’s 
management. These buildings included those that were considered monuments, parish churches and public chapels, among 
others (Rosas, 1995: 511).

bispado do Porto. Concelhos de Lousada e Marco de Canaveses).
17 DECREE no. 23. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I. 142 (2013-07-25) 4387.
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CHRONOLOGY

1115: first reference to Saint Isidore of Ribatâmega;

13th century (2nd half): possible construction of the Church of Saint Isidore of Canaveses, according to the remain-
ing Romanesque traces;

1520: the parish is documented as being dedicated to “Saint Isydro”;

1536: date inscribed on the remaining mural painting panel of Saint Isidore, accompanied by the signature 
“Moraes”;

18th century: Saint Isidore is shown as belonging to the patronage of Travanca (Amarante);

1976: discovery of the mural painting of Saint Isidore;

1990s: documentation regarding several conservation works;

2010: the Church of Saint Isidore integrates the Route of the Romanesque;

2013: the building is classified as a National Monument.
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