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HISTORICAL SUMMARY

A

1 In this regard, please read Barroca (1989: 9-62).
2 Indeed, Felgueiras Gaio distinguishes between old and new Brandões. The former correspond to the ones mentioned in 

the documents related to “Lordelo” (Gaio, 1938-1941). Regarding the latter, please refer to “Brandões” in Brito (1997).
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General view.

3 He is mentioned in the seventh volume of the Diccionario bibliographico portuguez (Silva & Aranha, 1862: 10). After becoming 
a widower, he followed the ecclesiastical career, becoming a Maltese. He was one of those who acclaimed King João IV in Guimarães.

4 As we have mentioned, there aren’t enough data to assess the direct connection between the Brandões mentioned in 
Lordelo, in 1258, and the Brandões and Brandões Sanches connected to the most important families from the city of Porto.



408

ANALYSIS OF THE STRUCTURE OF ITS ARCHITECTURAL AND SOCIAL DIMENSION

T

5 Currently more urbanized and deforested, the landscape surrounding the Tower of the Alcoforados consists of cultivated 
plots separated by vineyards and small watercourses. The small patches of forest, known as saltus, provide material for the 
sawmills. Toponyms such as “Vinhal”, “Bouça”, “Agra”, “Campónio”, “Lameiro”, “Cavada”, “Devesa”, “Bouço”, “Agrelo”, “Campos” 
or “Nabeiros” confirm the presence of this agricultural activity, while others like “Soutelo”, “Outeiro”, “Tapadinha” and 
“Gandara”, refer us to the practice of herding (Oliveira, 2008: 154-155).

Surrounding area.
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6 About the subject, please read Botelho (2010: 125-138).
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Northeast façade.

Tower of Vilar (Lousada). Aerial view.
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Northeast façade. Upper floor. Detail of the mullioned 
window. External view.

Northeast façade. Upper floor. Detail of the mullioned 
window. Interior view.

Northeast façade. Intermediate floor. Detail of the mullioned 
window (interior view) (1951). Source: IHRU archive.

Northeast façade. Intermediate floor. Detail of the mul-
lioned window (interior view) (1951). Source: IHRU archive.

Northeast façade. Door (1951). Source: IHRU archive. Northeast façade. View from the door during the interven-
tion carried out by the Route of the Romanesque (2014).
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General view of the interior walls before the intervention 
carried out by the Route of the Romanesque (2014).

General view of the interior walls before the intervention 
carried out by the Route of the Romanesque (2014).
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Northeast façade during the intervention carried out by the Route of the Romanesque (2014).

General view before the intervention 
carried out by the Route of the 
Romanesque (2014).

THE TOWER OF THE ALCOFORADOS TODAY

I

[MLB / NR]

[RR]

7 Documentação vária. In PT DGEMN: DSARH-010/187-0015, SIPA.TXT.01572449 to SIPA.TXT.01572455 [Online]. 
Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA Nº PT011310130008].

8 Idem.
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CHRONOLOGY

14th century (first half): suggested chronology for the construction of the Tower of the Alcoforados;

1987: the Paredes Town Council proposed the classification of the Tower of the Alcoforados;

1993: the Tower of the Alcoforados was classified as a Public Interest Building;

2010: integration of the Tower of the Alcoforados in the Route of the Romanesque; 

2014: preservation and protection works conducted under the scope of the Route of the Romanesque.
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