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THE MONUMENT DURING THE MEDIEVAL PERIOD

G

Monastery of Paço de Sousa (Penafiel). 
Church. Nave. Sarcophagus of Egas Moniz.

Monastery of Paço de Sousa (Penafiel). 
West façade.
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1 It still persists in the local memory of the institution that once oversaw this place: the toponym “Quinta da Comenda”, 
a place where commanders, officers responsible for receiving the tithes of the parish and the income of the commendation 
rested; they also acted as inspectors on behalf of the Hospitallers.

2 ADV – Monásticos. Convento [sic] de Barrô. The limiting dates of the documentation are 1555 and 1825.

West façade.
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West façade. Large window. Rosette.

Aerial view.
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3 Mentioned in the Livro Preto [Black Book] of the Coimbra cathedral as one of the architects who had worked in its construction 
at the time of Bishop Miguel Salomão, we see his name reappearing years later, for having received a reward through the will of the 
Bishop of Porto, Fernando Martems (1174-1185), in 1184. Please read what we wrote about the subject in Botelho (2010: 405-431).

4 About the subject, please read Botelho (2010: 457).
5 On the issues surrounding the arrangement of the primitive façade of the Porto cathedral, please read Botelho (2006: 90-95).

West façade. Portal. Tympanum.
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North façade. Nave. Portal. South façade. Nave. Portal.
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North façade. Chancel. Corbels.

South façade. Nave. Corbel. North façade. Nave. Corbel.
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6 The author defends this motif as “Reciprocal ellipses in double, centrist movement; rope” (Vasconcelos & Abreu, 1918: 70).

General interior view from the nave.



182 Triumphal arch. Capital of the Gospel side.

Triumphal arch. Capital of the Epistle side.
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Triumphal arch.
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Chancel. Capital.

Chancel. Initials. 



185

THE MONUMENT DURING THE MODERN PERIOD

W

Chancel. Wall on the Gospel side. Plinths. Sculptural ensemble. Calvary.
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7 Part of this ensemble (images of the Virgin and Saint John the Evangelist) integrated the Exhibition of sacred art of the 
archpriestship of Resende, held in 1976 following the Centenary Celebrations of the Diocese of Lamego. The images of the 
Virgin of Mercy and a gilded silver monstrance dated back to the 17th century were taken from Barrô to the same exhibition 
(Exposição de arte sacra do arciprestado de Resende. Lamego: [Gráfica de Lamego], 1976. Pieces no. 9, 28, 29 e 47).

8 In the photograph published in the monograph of Resende, in 1982, the altar on the Gospel side still seems to include the 
image of Saint Anne and the one, on the Epistle side, seems to include other minor sculptures and the Sacred Heart of Jesus 
(Pinto, 1982: 341).

Chancel. Main altarpiece.

Nave. Collateral altarpiece on the Gospel side. Nave. Collateral altarpiece on the Epistle side.
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Arquivos da ordem de São João, secção XVI, parte 18, Priorado de Portugal, vizita 
geral da comenda de Sernacelhe e comenda de Barro
commendation extend to folio 269 v.º.

10 And, even before him, at the turn of 1512 to 1513, the chronicler Rui Fernandes from Lamego had provided extensive 
information about the planned bridge (Fernandes, 1926: 546-613). On this crossing, please refer to what we have written in 
Bridge of Veiga, Lousada.

Panoramic view of the Douro valley in Barrô.
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CONTEMPORARY INTERVENTIONS 

I

11 Here died, with a reputation for holiness, Mariana da Madre de Deus. In this regard, please see Nossa Senhora (1930).
12 DECREE no. 8175. O.G. [Official Gazette] Series I. 110 (22-06-02).
13 PAZ, Henrique – Cópia da missiva do pároco de Barrô [dirigida ao Governo Civil do Distrito de Viseu], 26 de novembro 

de 1949. SIPA.TXT.01667358. PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/220-0001 [Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.
pt> [Nº IPA PT011813020003].

14 Ofício n.º 5178 de 14 de dezembro de 1949 [SIPA.TXT.01667360]. Idem.
15 Memória de 16 de março de 1965 [SIPA.TXT.01667408 e SIPA.TXT.01667407]. Idem.
16 Memória de 1 de maio de 1959 [SIPA.TXT.01667376]. Idem.

South façade. Bell tower.
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[MLB / NR]

17 CARDOSO JÚNIOR, António Pinto – Missiva de 2 de janeiro de 1955 [SIPA.TXT.01667371]. Idem.
18 Ofício n.º 3690 de 28 de junho de 1954 [SIPA.TXT.01667793 e SIPA.TXT.01667794]. In PT DGEMN:DSARH-010/220-0004 

[Online]. Available at www: <URL: http://www.monumentos.pt>. [Nº IPA PT011813020003].

South façade. “Sala das Almas” [Hall of Souls] in 1955. Source: 
IHRU archive.

South façade. “Sala das Almas” [Hall of Souls] in 1955. Source: 
IHRU archive.
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CHRONOLOGY

1208: Sancha Vermudes donates the patronage of the Church of Barrô to the Hospitallers;

1258: Pedro Gonçalves mentions that the “villa” of Barrô had been donated by Egas Moniz to the Monastery of 
Paço de Sousa; 

13th century (1st half): construction of the Church of Barrô;

1771, November: inspection to the Commendation of Barrô carried out by inspector Friar Manuel Guedes de 
Magalhães;

1890: construction of Barrô’s bell tower;

1922: listing of the Church of Barrô as a National Monument;

20th century (2nd half): main restoration interventions in the Church and its surroundings;

2010: integration of the Church of Barrô in the Route of the Romanesque.
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